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THIS IS AN INFORMATION REPORT. NOT FINALLY EVALUATED INTELLIGENCE.
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" SUMMARY. DURING THE PERIOD 3-8 AUGUST 1967, MEMBERS OF THE FIFTH RUSSELL
TRIBUNAL INVESTIGATION TEXM WERE EXCORTED TO CITIES N THE VICINITY OF HANO! TO WITNESS
THE BOMB DAMAGE. ALL OF THEIR TRAVELING-WAS CONE AT NJGHT BY AUTOMOBILE. -THE ROADS OVER. -
WHICH THEY TRAVELED WERE [N A BAD STATE OF REPAIR AND IN MANY PLACES COULD NOT BE USED BY A
Classification)
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e 1. IN EARLY AUGUST SEVEZAL MEMBERS OF THE FIFTH RUSSELL =
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VEHICLE LAR&ER THAN A SMALL TRUCK. A VIETNAMESE OFFICIAL SAID THAT‘ROADS IN THE AREA
SURROUNDING NAM DINH CITY WERE SO BAD THAT IT WAS BECOMiNG INCREASINGLY DIFFICULT FOR
SAM MISSILE TRANSPORTERS TO MOVE FROM PLAQE TO PLACE. END OF SUMMARY,

A 1

TRIBUKAL INVESTIGATION TEAM WERE TAKEN ON GUfDED TOURS OF BOMBED

 CITIES IN THE HANOI VICINITY. . THE FIRST TRIP TOOK PLACE ON 3 AUGUST
. WHEN THE TRIBUNAL MEMBERS WERE DRIVEK FROM HA“OI;IO THE TOWN OF SON |
TAY »ORTH WEST OF HANOI ON ROUTE 1lA. THEY WERE ACCOMPAINED oM .THIS
TRIP BY CGLCWEL HA VAN LAU WHO HAD BEEN THE SENIOR NORTH VIETNAMESE ..
REPRZSENTATIVE AT THE RECENT STOCKHOLM PEACE CONFERENQE. THE TRIP
WAS MADE AT NIGRI. ABOUT 18 KILOMETERS FRO:: RANOi THE GROUP PASSED
TE SAM NISSILE TRANSPORTERS WITH MISSILES WHICH WERE APPARENTLY
STOPPED;FOR REPAIRS TO THE TrANSPORTERS. 1IN THE AREA FROM 11-22
KILOMETERS FROM HANOI ON KOUTE 11A THERE WERE NUMEROUS CONVENTIONAL '

AAA fNSTALLATEONS'NEAR THE ROAD. ABCUT 22 KILOMETERS FROM HANOI THE

./ ROAD WAS BADLY CRATERED NEAR A DAM WHICH APPEARED TO BE INTACT. -THE

§LLJP UAS TAKEN TO BAT LAI VILLIAGE, RUASG Qés DISTRICT, HA TaY |
7~ JINCE WHICH THEY WERE TOLD HAD BEXV 30ME:ZD WITH CLUSTER BONB UNITS
0% 2§ JULY AWD | AUGUST. WINE PERSOMNS WEXL SAID TO HAVE BEEN KILLED

<

AWD 29.'wou.‘uf>ED. THE VILLAGE wAS QUITZ RENMOTE AND HAD NO APPARENT
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2. On THE NIGHT OF 5 AUGUST THE GROUP WAS DAIVEN FOM HANOIL jof
NAM DINK CITY. THEY WERE ACCOMPANIED ON THIS TRIP BY PHAN VAN
3AC, WHO IS VICE PRESIDENT OF THE VIETNAMESE WAR CHIMES INVLDTIGATION
TEAN IN HANOI AND ALSO A JUDGEZ IN THE CITY OF KANOI. THE KOAD
BITWEIN HANOL AND NAM DINH WAS IN A VEKY SADHSIATE OF REPAIR
BZCAUSE OF B0MB DANAGE AND IN SOME PLACES IT WAS NECESSARY TO DRIVE
BESIDE THZ FORMER ROADBED. THE GROUP SAW MEDIUM ‘SIZED TKUCKS WHICH
= HAD BECONE STUCK TRYING TO PASS BOMB DANACZ ON SOME OF THE STEEP
<% ' CURVES BESIDE THE FORMER ROADBED. THE CLLOWING MORNING PHAM VAN
m BAC DISCUSSED ROAD CONDITIONS WITH THE TRIBUNAL GROUP AND SAID THAT
THE 0ADS IN THE NAM DINH ARZA WERE IN VIRY BAD SHAPE AND THAT IT
QJ WAL BECOMING INCREASIWGLY DIFFICULT FOR THE SAM MISSILE TRANSPORTERS
m]ﬂﬁfi - T0 GET FROM PLACE. TO PLACE. '\ ,
amapasys THE TRIBUNAL GROUP VISITED Nat 31Nk CITY ON 6 AUGUST. THEY -
~ WERE TOLD THAT 35-40 PER CENT OF THE TOWY HAD BEEN DESTROYED BY BOM3- .
. _‘;/ ING ABD TKZ GROUP AGREED WITH THIS ESTZ¥ATE AFIZK OBSERVING - TaE CITY.
.,_DESCHIBED THe TOWN AS "EMPTY" AND
A2 ALL LARGE HOUSES HAD EITHER BEEX DIsTRCYED OR DAMAGED. THE
RZAAINING INHABITANTS LOOKED TIRED AND UE PRESZZD.)  PHAM VAN BAC

>+ID THAT THE TOWN HAD A PRACETIME PCPULATION OF 93,000 BUT DID NOT
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SAY WHERE THE FORMZR INHABITANJ.‘S EAD BLEN RELOCAT.D. BAC SAID THAT 108 RESIDENLS OF R

Hax DINH HEAD BEEN KILLED 3Y BOMBS IN 1965 AND 1965 AND THAT 34 HAD BEEN KILLED I

1557, _ DESPITC VISTNAMESE CLADSS 20 TiE covmz,_

T:III TRIBUNAL ML'I@ERS PRIVATELY CO‘ICLUDED THA'.]'.‘ CIVILIAN CASUALTIES EAD NOT BEZN
. -E012958 3.4(h)(1)>25Yrs
EEAVY IN NAI\ DINH.) . TH]

m4. 0K THE NIGHT OF 8 AUGUST THE GROUP, STILL ACCOMPANI:D BY PHAM

<'

1N dAC, wAS DRIVEN FROM PnU LY CITY TO NINH BINH CITY. THE ROAD
BETWEEN T4E TWO CITIES CROSSES TAAN SO4C DAY BRIVeR TWICE AND AT BOTH'
CROSSINGS THE BRIDGES HAD BEEZiN BOMBED OUT AND PONTOON 3KRIDGES WERE IN
USt. AT THE FIRST CROSSING ABOUT 15 XILOKETERXS FROM NINH BINH

THE PONTOGW 3RIDGE WAS TWO LANZ AND TRAFFIC WENT THROUéH WITH LITTLE
.DELAY; A0WEVER, THE PONTOON BRIDGE AT 14< CRCSSING ABOUT 18 KILO-

X

ETERS FROM WINH BINH WAS ONE LANE AND <Z/RESENTED A CONSIDERABLE
BOTTLENECK., |
5. THROUGHOUT THE PERIOD 3-8 AUGUST WiEN THE TRIBUNAL MEMBERS
| WERE TRAVELING BY CAR AT NIGHT THEY FREQUENTLY PASSED LABORZRS
s [/wORAIuG O% THE ROADS. THEY WERE TOLD 3Y PHAM VAN BAC AND COLONEL .
A VAN LaAU THAT, SPECIAL "ShOCK BRIGADES™ HAD BEEN CREATED TO HANDLE
g R0AD DANAGE. THESE BRIGADES ARE MADE UP OF PERSONS WHO LIVE
Is THE IMMEDIATE VICINITY OF KEY ROADS AND THEY ARE SUPPOSED TO BE

'AVAILABLE FOR ROAD REPAIR WORK INMEDIATELY AFTZR A BOMBING ATTACK.
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THE MiMBERS OF THE SHOCK BRIGADES AnY LABORERS DURING THE I

AOURS AT NIGHT ON ROAD REPAIR. Ab EFFCRT Is ®ADE 70
asnP STG&Eé FOx rOAD REPAIR NEZAR THE PLACES THEY‘MAY SE WZEDED., Tat
TnIZUNAL NMIMZ:iRS FREQUENTLY HEAXD EXPLOSIONS AT NIGHT &ND

Thanl VIZTRAMoSE EZCORTS CALMaD THEZIK FrAnS BY EXPLAINING THAT ThE

5:0CY BRIGADES WERE BLASTING ROCK GUT OF NEAKBY SMALL HILLS FOR

Ule Ow Thk nGalds. PILES OF RGCK FOX KOAD EPAIRS WERE ALONG THE XOf
A. REGULAR ISTERVALS. ROAD DAMAGE SEEMED TO BE QUICKLY REPAIXED BUT
X2 WERZ SUMEROUS PLAC2S WHERE IT WAS 02VIOUS BECAUSE OF THE

SizefuiS5 OF THE SLOPE ORK TIGHTEESS OF THE TURK THAT THE ROAD COULD’

nOT 3L YSeD BY ANY VEHICLZ LARGEx THAN A SMALL TRUCK.
S« Flebd DISSeEM: NOBWE.

.T. HEADQUARTERS COMMENT: ADVANCE COPIES SENT ELECTRICALLY TO WHITE HOUSE,
. STATE, DIA, ARMY, NAVY, AIR, NIC, NSA, OCl.
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